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Barbadoes Street Cemetery Conservation Plan

Funding has been provided by the Christchurch Cayncil to prepare a conservation plan for
Barbadoes Street Cemetery, the oldest in Christththe cemetery is a landmark in the city owing
to its location in Barbadoes Street and by the ARarer, and is situated in an area rich in Maori
and European history. It originated just outside¢hy limits but was soon surrounded by the
expanding settlement.

Barbadoes Street Cemetery is of architectural asthatic significance as an example of a formal
Victorian cemetery, and reflects the religious éfsliand persuasions of late™@ntury

Christchurch in the denominational division of gladymbolism, and provision of a tranquil place to
contemplate and commemorate the dead.

The first burial at the cemetery was in April 1888d the last in 1973, although the new Linwood
cemetery was opened in 1884 to replace Barbadddshwras regarded as an increasing health
hazard.

The religious superiority intended for the Anglicammunity is reflected in the 22 acres of large
high sites overlooking the river, while the Cathsland non-conformists were allotted one acre each
on the opposite side of Barbadoes Street. A mortciaaipel designed by Benjamin Mountfort, built
in the Anglican section in 1863, and demolishei965, was included in William Sutton’s famous
1950 painting ‘Nor'wester in the Cemetery.’



The cemetery is of technological and craftsmansigipificance. Although few of the finely crafted
head stones now remain, the skills of various @tirigch stonemasons as well as cast and wrought-
iron work is still evident.

Barbadoes Street Cemetery provides an importataritial record of many early settlers, including
Jane Deans, Bishop Harper, Henry Jacobs, Georgle Qdfied Barker, Thomas Cass, William
Reeves and Samuel Bealey. Stories of the cematertha people buried there paint a rich and
varied panorama of Christchurch life in thé"shd early 26 centuries.

The conservation plan aims to capture historidarmation, assess its significance, and guide
conservation, planning, development and manageafehe cemetery. It is being prepared by a
group of consultants including a landscape architéstorian, landscape historian and
archaeologist, and is based on the template dese i the Addington and Linwood cemetery
conservation plans.

Currently there are only two remaining members oé@munity group involved in restoring and
maintaining the cemetery, although adjacent residend a local neighbourhood group has also
expressed interest.

The draft plan is due to be completed by mid Deambin open day and cemetery tour are planned
for early next year, preceded by an exhibition at Oity O-Tautahi from December 16 to February
4. The exhibition organisers would love to heanfranyone who would like to contribute memories
or stories, photos, or objects.

For a memory form, or to register your interedb@ing involved in
other reminiscence activities, contact Fiona ClaybOur City O
Tautahi on 03 941 7461, or i@na.clayton@-ccc.govt.nz

Barbadoes Street Cemetery ks Care and Futuren invitation

Our City O-Tautahi, Christchurch City Council inrpg@ership with Transport and Greenspace,
Christchurch City Council is pleased to let you Wrthat we are developing an exhibition of history
and stories about Barbadoes Cemetery which wilhapehe public form 16 December 2008 — 4
February 2009Awakening. Barbadoes Cemetery: its care — its &utour memories.

We would like to invite your participation in thisoject.

The aim of the exhibition is to create interesthia cemetery’s heritage and its future care, and to
harness a few key community memories to includéérexhibition. We will gather such memories
through reminiscence activities, from photogragmsl objects / artefacts from people, either
residing in the area, or who have in the past loeenected to the area, or have an interest.

We hope to continue collecting memories for theatian of the exhibition. It is intended that
exhibition outcomes will be digitised and archivsdthat these important memories can be accessed
well into the future.

Council is currently preparing a conservation glaguide future planning, development and
management of Barbadoes Cemetery. This generatadeh for an exhibition in order to encourage
community participation, to learn about the pla@t.some point during the exhibition there will be
an opportunity to make public comment on the draftservation plan, and we look forward to
keeping you informed regarding this.



We would very much like to include memories andspectives from members of the community
on why they regard the cemetery as a special gmifisant part of their neighbourhood.

We encourage exploring the many reasons as to ehple have a sense of care and/or affinity for
Barbadoes Cemetery. Therefore, we invite your asgdion, church or group to nominate someone
who is actively interested in the cemetery and wiay be prepared to contribute some of their time
and thoughts to this project. We do not intendreate a heavy commitment for any one person, and
hope that it will be an enjoyable opportunity tatitdpate to a level appropriate to the individiral

a most interesting community-linked project.

Participation will most likely occur by either cotefing a Memory Form, contributing photographs
for scanning and inclusion in the exhibition, pgerha recorded interview, displaying borrowed
objects / artefacts, or through pleasant Reminsedyttivities such as visiting the cemetery and/or
sharing stories in a relaxed, social environmehg Bulk of these activities were scheduled for the
period 3 — 14 November, 2008.

If you know someone in your community who wouldibterested in contributing please ask them
to phone Fiona Clayton or Sarah Kelly on 941 748Emailfiona.clayton@ccc.goviVe are
hoping to include members of the community in theeexhibition, but for the duration of the
exhibition will keep collecting and archiving fughmemories.

Fiona Clayton

Exhibitions Coordinator

Our City O-Tautahi, Communications Unit, Public &ff Group
Cnr Worcester Blvd and Oxford Tce

Christchurch City Council

PO Box 237

Christchurch Mail Centre

Christchurch 8140

Whangarei — Kioreroa Cemetery

The Kioreroa cemetery is one of the earliest cenest in the district. Opened in 1882 and
closed in 1946, the cemetery is the last restiagegbf over 800 of Whangarei’'s earliest
residents

After closure, the cemetery was sadly neglecte@ foumber of years, but in 2007 the council
allocated funds for the improvement of the site gnadinstallation of a memorial.

A comprehensive restoration plan was developedotarts were made for the clean up of the
site, tree removal and replacement, and erecti@nnoémorial. A memorial design competition
generated significant amounts of interest and atbf@r community contribution to the process.
The final design concept echoes the original lapdtihe cemetery with four walls representing
the quadrant layout and acknowledging that thoseetthere come from East, South, North
and West. Each person recorded as being buridatiogmetery will be acknowledged with an
individual plaque mounted on the wall; it was cdesed to be very important that each person
was individually recognized so that families miglatve a focus when paying respects.



Community focus is a very strong part of this pcofnd a number of groups have been
involved in the project already. Community workesfflers have done a fantastic job before
construction begins, clearing weeds, removing sioland carrying out general clean up work,
including graffiti removal from bordering propesi. Supervisors say the job has been so
popular with offenders that some who usually do @ag a week have come back day after day
to see the job completed.

The initial stages of this project, to be complatedarly 2009 with the installation of the
memorial, will begin a programme of maintenance storation alongside the development of
information resources. We have had a huge nunflregaests for information, and their
collation has almost become phase two of the ratsbor.

Although certainly the most significant, it is haphat the Kioreroa project will be the first in a
series of historic cemetery projects in the distiitie upsurge in interest in genealogy and a
need to reconnect with the past is encouragingoemmunity to treasure these open air
museums and it is to be hoped that these drivéspreservation and restoration up the list of
priorities for all communities.

Helen Caims

Cemetery Manager

Tel 430 4207

Mobile 0212753998

EMail helenc@wdc.govt.nz
Private Bag 9023
Whangarei




Meet the Locals of the Arawhata Pioneer Cemetery
Story by Jose Watson

Links Conservation Week 2008 website

Meet the Locals

Cemeteries are fascinating places — Victorians whsessed with them, and that era enhanced the
gothic mystique surrounding the dead and the montsreelebrating them.

Cemeteries provide a link to our past, they prowuidermation about the status of the former
inhabitants of a place, through the public dispihwealth and propriety; provide information about
religious leanings, and are a source of archaembgiformation. Gravestones stand testament to
the creativity and skill of their creators and sir@nd alone pieces of art in their own right.

The Arawhata Cemetery was established in 1875, wetown of Jackson’s Bay was settled.
Official records of the cemetery burials and thdyeBeath Registers have since been lost. A list ha
been compiled of people likely to have been bunetthe cemetery, and on Friday 12th of
September at 6pm, tales of these people, andlitresrand hardships endured in the pioneering
settlement of Jackson’s Bay will be told. Many SoWestland families are thought to have links to
people buried in this cemetery. Come along andhlehput life in times past.

The following day, Saturday 13th of September, 28080.30am, there was a clean-up day at the
cemetery where locals and interested people aiethto help carry out maintenance work around
the graves.

Conservation Week 2008 was about getting out i yegion to Meet the Locals. DOC is inviting
New Zealanders to take part in events and actvitidearn about the natural landscape, native
species, people and historic places that makenggion unique.

Auckland

Symonds Street Cemetery has recently been regidbgrthe New Zealand Historic Places Trust.
This is the third registration of a large city ceeng!

Dunedin

Chinese Graves Restoration

All conservation work under the first tranche ofiding from the Chinese Heritage Poll Tax Trust
has been completed and the Poll Tax Trust has apg@ further grant which will go part of the
way to finishing the project.



Conservation Tip of the Month

In England graveyard vandalism is rampant, and thebiggest culprits are, surprise
surprise, local authorities:

Your Family History magazine December 2008, by Elserchill
To read the newspaper report, copy this into your bbwser:
http:/Amww.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1083333/OneéMILLION-gravestones-vandalised--removed-elf-safety

officials.html
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